
AminoCow® Setup and Overview
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AminoCow®

Create dairy rations with simple steps.
Follow a logical sequence.
Create rations that allow cows to remain healthy at sustained, 
optimal production.
Easy balancing for amino acids.
Clear understanding of where adding Mepron to the diet 
should be beneficial.
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AminoCow®

Based upon current research data.
Accurate values in feeds database.
Wide variety of feeds; international.
Designed for “real world” conditions.
Practical, flexible and easy to use.
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The Main Menu Screen is what 
first appears when you open the 
program.
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Here are the menu items available for 
working on a dairy ration.  
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Selecting “Setup” will take you to the Setup 
screen.  Here you can enter information about your 
business, default parameters for evaluating rations 
and other important details.  This is the place to 
start when you first work with AminoCow.
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This is the “Setup 
Screen”. To make 
changes in the 
Setup screen you 
must first select 
“Edit”. Then type 
in the necessary 
information.  Also 
make any other 
changes or  
selections you 
want for your 
rations.
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We recommend entering current prices for corn, soybean 
meal and 100 RFV hay.  Also, we recommend selecting 
“Yes” for the “Adjust MCRB in Deficient RDP?” box.
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It is also generally recommended to check yes for “Auto Recalc
AA by Formula on CP change” to ensure amino acid values are 
consistent with the ingredient being used.
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Check the appropriate box to describe how milk protein is recorded in your 
area i.e. as milk true protein or crude (total) milk protein. 

Milk true protein = 0.94 X milk crude protein
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You may also write a disclaimer statement and have it 
included on reports.  Simply enter your disclaimer in 
the section below, maximum of 255 characters, and 
then check the box to “Include Disclaimer on Reports 
by Default”.
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Install Your Company Logo into AminoCow

To install a logo, follow this procedure.

1. Create or save your company logo as a Windows Bitmap file 
(i.e., a BMP file).  This is most easily accomplished by 
importing the logo into Microsoft Paint and saving it as a .BMP 
file.  Paint normally ships as a part of Windows and is normally
found under “Programs” in “Accessories”.

2. Logo size must be no greater than 1.5 inches wide by 1.25 
inches high (4 cm x 3.5 cm).
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Install Your Company Logo into AminoCow

3. Save the file with the name: Mep_Logo.BMP.

4. Copy the file to the installation folder.  If you performed a 
normal installation, this would be C:\Program Files\Mepron30.

5. Restart AminoCow.  The logo should load in the right-hand 
portion of the screen.
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Install Your Company Logo into AminoCow

6. If you want the logo to print on reports, go to ‘SetUp’ and 
check the “Include logo on reports” option box (following 
slide).

7. If you are a user of a former version of AminoCow and have 
your logo installed, it should continue to be displayed.
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After following the steps in the previous slides, 
return to the Setup screen and check the “Include 
Logo on Reports” box. Your company logo will now 
appear in AminoCow.  It will be displayed on the 
Main Menu screen and on reports you provide to 
customers.
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Example of a Feed Sheet with the logo for ABC Nutrition displayed.
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h

When you have completed entering the setup 
information, click “Save”.  You may return to the setup 
screen at any time to change this information as 
required.
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Selecting “Rations” from the Menu brings up the option “New 
Ration” or “Existing Rations”.  Clicking on “New Ration” lets 
you create a brand new ration. To modify an existing ration, 
such as entering new forage analyses, click on 
“ExistingRations”, select the ration and make the necessary 
changes. 
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Selecting “Feeds” from the Menu allows you to work in the 
“FeedLists”, “FeedNamesandCosts”, “View Custom Mixes”, 
“View User Feeds” and “AASupply”.  Changes made at this point 
will affect all future rations.

From this site you can change the default feeds available for 
computer balancing, alter feed names/costs and modify the lists 
you use.  Also you can review the amino acids supplied from 
feeds.
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Changing and updating feed costs is vital to 
providing profitable rations to a dairy.  To 
make changes in the database so all 
subsequent rations have updated prices, 
begin by clicking “Feeds”, then 
“FeedNamesandCosts”.
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Clicking “FeedNames” brings up 
the buttons for the major feed 
groups.  In our example we will 
select “Grains” so we can 
change the price of Soybean 
Meal 48%.



Feed Additives

Clicking “Cost” moves you to 
the “Main Feed Names and 
Cost” screen.  Here you may 
click on the buttons for the 
major feed groups.  In our 
example we will select “Grains”
so we can change the price of 
Soybean Meal 48%.
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In the “Grains”
database we scroll 
down to Soybean 
meal 48%, click on 
the price.
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Type in the new price 
and click enter.  “As 
Sold” automatically 
changes. Repeat this 
procedure for all the 
feeds with new prices. 
When done, click 
“Save”.
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Using the “Catalogs” command provides a way to group rations. For 
example, you should group all the rations for each dairy or a particular area 
into one catalog.

Clicking on “Catalogs” brings up two options: “ChangeCurrentCatalog”
and “ManageCatalogs”.  ManageCatalogs is the area where you create and 
name a new catalog: example “Mep30_Carver County” or “Mep30_Ohio”. 
The default catalog is “Mep30_Rations.” Caution: If Mep30_Rations is 
deleted, the program will fail to work.
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To create a new Catalog, start by selecting “ManageCatalogs”, which takes 
you to the next screen.
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In the “Catalog Manager” screen notice the catalog information and 
listing of current catalogs.  To create a new catalog, click “New” from 
the menu.  Currently the Catalog Name is Mep30_Rations; this is the 
default catalog and must be present for the program to run.  Notice 
all the Catalog Information in the white boxes is a gray color. That 
will change after we click “New”.
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“MEP30_ “ is now displayed.  This is where you type the name of your 
new catalog. Place your cursor at the end and type the name of your 
new catalog. 
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In this example, we added “Ohio” after “MEP30_” to name the new 
catalog and filled in the Created by, Date Created and Description 
information.  Clicking “Save” completes the process. 

IMPORTANT: All catalogs SHOULD begin with “MEP30_”.  If you 
delete that information, the program will  save catalogs or rations.  
However, it will make retrieval much more difficult.
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After clicking “Save”, your “Current Catalogs” will display the new 
addition. Click “OK” and then “Quit” from the menu.  

If you want to work in the “Ohio” catalog, you must be in the Main Menu 
screen, click Catalogs, ChangeCurrentCatalog and from Select Catalog 
click the drop down arrow and select the “Ohio” catalog.
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“Mepron Value” is a feature that lets you calculate the profit to a dairy when
a methionine deficiency is eliminated by adding Mepron, a rumen protected 
methionine, to the ration.
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The “Utilities” feature allows you to back up data, restore a note you may 
have removed earlier and compact databases or user catalogs.
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The “Help” section on the Main Menu screen is the operator’s manual for 
the program. It details how the calculations in AminoCow are made as well 
as how to use the program features. It includes help with registration so 
you will receive program updates and instructions for logo placement.
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Also under “Help” is information on how to get additional support 
for the program.  Under “About” is the version of AminoCow you 
have, the license information, and acknowledgements.
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Clicking on “AminoCow
Documentation” under “Help” in 
the Main Menu brings up the Table 
of Contents.  Details of the topics 
listed are accessed by clicking on 
these links.
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Another way to find 
information on a 
listed topic is to click 
on “Index”, type in 
the desired topic in 
Box 1, then click on 
“Display”.
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The Nutritional Primer provides 
a summary of current concepts 
of dairy cattle nutrition.  It also 
explains the categories found in 
AminoCow.
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Clicking on “NutritionalPrimer”
brings up the links to the many 
topics covered in this section.  It is 
helpful to review the two-page list 
to see what information is 
available in the Primer.
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General Outline of Dairy Rations with 
AminoCow

This has been a general overview of AminoCow and what it 
contains.
The following tutorials will go into more detail on how to 
work with rations.
Remember to use “Help” to answer your questions.
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